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All forms of human
organisation

represent a
particular way of
Interacting with

nature

This complexelationship between
nature andsocietyhas, over the course
of human existence, created diverse
cultures andknowledges

And

Multiple and diverse ways to cope,
prevent and adapt to adversity.



Historical disaster

research, from a
social perspective

The historical perspective in the study of
disasters, that is by using information from the
past, has shown thatlisasters are processes.

Natural hazardsnay act as triggers and, as well,
play the role of revealers or disclosers of pre
existing criticalconditions

The study of disasters aprocessesonstitutes a
thread on which one can weave several
histories



Historical Disaster
Experlellces hﬂl\'\T‘k\ﬂ ENVRONVENTAL wf\‘:i

PUBLUCATION OF THE CERMAN HSTORICAL INSTITUTE

S el N\ ATURAL DISASTERS, Not only looking at events identified as
SCLEREERRER N CULTURAL RESPONSES : ;
disasters or catastrophes, but mainly
==t | seeking to understand the context in

which they occurred.

Disasters havéo be understood as majol
mwwecl  fOrces shaping historical processes and
therefore need to be studied not as
Isolated events but in their historical
context.

Edited by
Andrea Janku, Gerrit J. Schenk,
and Franz Mauelshagen

Historical Disasters in Context




ROUTLEDGE
HANDBOOKS

The Routledge Handbook
of Hazards and Disaster Risk
Reduction

Edited by Ben Wisner, JC Gaillard and llan Kelmar

CULTURES OF DISASTER

SocGety and natural hazard in the Philppnes

Grog Bankott

The pastchallenges our
notions that contemporary
ways are always better than
techniques and practices
developed by peoples and
communities centuries ago t
cope with the hazards that
besetthem.

G. Bankoff, 2012



ANTROPOLOGIAS
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LA CONSTRUCCION
SOCIAL DE RIESGOS
Y EL. HURACAN PAULINA

Virginia GarcigAcosta
SocialConstruction of Rsksand Hurricane
Pauline

Social construction of risks

A process developed by groups or
communities, which places them at
different stages or levels of vulnerability.



Societies have never been
passive entities in facing natural
hazards

Estrategias sociales
de prevencion y adaptacion
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Social

construction
of prevention

The diversity of coping mechanisms, the
different modes of disaster
management, and the assorted systems
of adaptation and prevention that aim to
seek and achieve a better relationship
between nature and people.



Adaptation /
Coping

Changes In belief and/ or behavior In
response to altered circumstances to improve
the conditions of existence , including a
culturally meaningful life .

An adaptation Is part of a lifeway .

Coping behavior involves immediate
problema -solving and decision -making ,
Including Improvisation and creativity

A. Oliver -Smith, 2017
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Source:
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Tenochtitlan -Tlatelolco Island Knowledge of the topography of the lake and its

1325-1521 AC : 4
environmental characteristics, as well as a team

of trained divers .
Flooding was controlled.
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